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765-472-1923   FAX 765-472-7099 
 

Mission Statement  
 

To promote a strong 
business and industrial 

climate for Chamber 
members through a 

partnership with businesses 
and the Miami County 

community. 
 

2010 Chamber 
Board of Directors 

 
John Arnold 

Arnie’s Ace Hardware 
 

Deb Close 
Dukes Memorial Hospital 

 
Ralph Duckwall 

Duckwall and Assoc. 
  

Jon Faust 
Commissioner 

 
Dennis Garvin 
Norris Insurance 

 
Steve Gough 
City Council 

 
Paul Hayden 

 
Jody Long  

Miami-Cass REMC 
 

 George McCarty 
First Christian Church 

 
Patty Pavey 
Mary Kay 

 
Mike Schaub 

 
Jim Tidd 
MCEDA 

 
Holly Ward 

Rock Industries 

2010 Gold 
Sponsors 

 
 

American Health 
Network 

AmericanTrust 
Federal Savings Bank 
Beacon Credit Union 

Comerford & 
Company, CPA 
Dukes Memorial 

Hospital 
First Merchants Bank 
Get Right Computers 

Guyer the Mover 
Indiana Pest Control 
Miami Cass REMC 

Miami Trucking 
Miller’s Merry Manor 

Montgomery 
Aviation 
NIPSCO 

Rock Industries, Inc. 
Rock Hollow Golf 

Club 
Smith Office 

Square D Company 
Wells Fargo Bank 

Service Organizations Calendar 
Peru/Grissom Kiwanis Club 

Meet Every Thursday 
12 Noon 

Peru Civic Center 
Lions Club 

Every First and Third Tuesday 
6:30 pm 

First Baptist Church 
Peru Rotary Club 

Every Tuesday 
12 Noon 

The Siding 
Business Professional Women 

First Thursday of Month 
6:30 pm 

 Peru Civic Center 
Harvesting Capabilities Support Group 

4th Wednesday of the Month 
6 pm 

Ivy Tech Community College - Peru 
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The Wabash Friends Counseling Center Leadership Luncheon is Thursday, 
September 2nd, Go Slow to Go Fast – The Value of Trust presented by Bryan Orander, 
President, Charitable Advisors and Not for Profit News and on Thursday, October 7th, 
Practical Leadership presented by Paul Scutt, National Vice President for Sales, Kroger 
Supermarkets.  The luncheon is located at Wabash Friends Church at 3563 South, SR 13 
in Wabash.  Cost is $20 with a light lunch by Poole’s Market included.  For more 
information, call 260-563-8452. 
 
The Wabash Friends Counseling Center added a new support group called The Safe 
Haven:  A support group for chronic pain and physical illness and challenges addresses 
the needs and issues affecting those who suffer from chronic pain and illness.  The group 
meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month from 6:30 to 7:30 pm at the Wabash 
Friends Church, 3563 South SR 13 in Wabash in rooms 108/109. 
 
The Honeywell Center offers hospitality services which include weddings, 
anniversaries, baby showers, meetings, banquets, seminars and conferences.  For more 
information call 260-563-1102 or hospitality@honeywellcenter.org.  Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra, Sunday, September 12th at 4 pm. 
 
Dial 2-1-1 is a three-digit phone number anyone can call to get information about health 
and human services.  Call 2-1-1 if you need information on housing, employment, legal 
aid, counseling and much more.  It is easy to use and is good for business, helping 
employees with family situations, better use of volunteers, local and faith-based services, 
and track service gaps, duplication and trends. 
 
Peak Community Services, Inc. of Logansport is available to help businesses with the 
responsible destruction of confidential documents.  Now that tax time is here, you might 
be thinking about all of those boxes of old documents that need to go!  Peak Community 
Services, Inc. will pick up large purge jobs and you will receive a certificate of 
destruction to prove the safe disposal of those documents.  Documents are handled in a 
secure manner and all shredded material is recycled.  Call for details about our system 
and security.  Contact Tina Foust at 574-753-4104 ext. 200.  A Shredding Day is planned 
for September 18th from 9 am to 11 am at their location in Logansport at 1416 Woodlawn 
Avenue.  Any individual or business that brings documents in that day receives up to 25 
pounds of shredding for FREE!  We welcome visitors to our facility. 
 
www.ppl.blastoffnetwork.com/toddpatton08 is a FREE personalized web page that you 
design for your entertainment.  Features include:  face book, you tube, online shopping 
and more.  You get information, income stream (no financial investment) and save 
money while you shop.  Click on the above address and watch the short and fun video  
presentation.  For more information, call me at 765-398-9158 mobile, 765-395-7048 or  
www.prepaidlegal.com/hub/pattont. 
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Hoosier Heartland Small Business Development Center will be hosting “How to Start 
Your Business” workshop from 11 am to 1 pm on September 9th at the CRC Building at 
13 East Main Street in Peru.  For more information or to make a reservation, call Monty 
Hendersen at 765-454-7922. 
 
In Your Own Backyard Home and Pet Sitting – As summer is winding down and the 
kids are back in school, let us not forget our pets.  They are going to miss everyone being 
around the house.  Spend a little extra time with them.  Life would not be the same 
without our pets.  I read these words and it is true:  We do not have to wait for Heaven, to 
be surrounded by Hope, Love and Joyfulness.  It is here on Earth and it has four legs!.  I 
customize my services to the home/pet owner providing your pets with the same care and 
comfort they receive from you at home, eliminating the stress of your pets being placed 
in unfamiliar surroundings.  I’ll also care for your home with the same pride as you have 
for it, bring in the newspaper, mail, watering your plants and rotating your lights 
throughout your home.    Whether you are leaving for a few hours, days, a week or 
longer, even holidays and weekends, call me to care for your home and/or pets while you 
are away.  Call Jo Ann Hughes at 765-472-5970 and let’s set up an appointment. 
 
Health Tips from Seeds of Health for the month of September.  CoQ-10 – Helps 
blood hold onto oxygen.  CoQ-10 helps to strengthen the heart muscle and so does 
Magnesium.  CoQ-10 is clinically effective in helping to prevent or heal from the heart 
attacks.  Helps bleeding gums and can be used along with chemotherapy to reduce side 
effects, but do not do this till you talk to your family doctor.  If taking blood thinners 
always talk to your doctor first, some CoQ-10’s contain Capsicum and Hawthorne.  CoQ-
10 regulates heart beat and keeps oxygen in cells longer.  Marshmallow & Fenugreek – 
Loosens mucus and draws it out  Dry cough, tickle in throat.  This formula is soothing 
and gently moistening to dry, irritated lung tissue.  It loosens dry phlegm and irritated 
respiratory passages.  Always seek the advice of a certified herbalist or licensed 
healthcare practitioner for detailed information and specific uses.  Always seek 
competent medical help for serious or life threatening health problems.  Come visit your 
herb specialists, Don and Cindy Layman at 300 East Main in Peru or call 765-473-9544.   
 
Miami County Tobacco Awareness Group has a really fantastic deal for pregnant 
women who smoke and want to quit.  Sign up for our “Smoke Free Baby Program” and 
get free disposable diapers.  That’s right!  Each time you come to one of our classes, we 
will give you a package of diapers.  And after you complete the program, we will give 
you two cases of diapers.  That’s about $150 worth of diapers for your baby!  And it is all  
FREE!    Call the Miami County Tobacco Awareness Group at 472-4450 or 
imsmokefree@comcast.net.   
 
Pledge to quit smoking for 30 days.  Indiana is providing the resources and the incentive 
to help you successfully quit.  Contest entries must be received no later than September 
30th, 2010.  Grand prizes are subject to change.  You must pledge to not use tobacco from 
October 1st to October 31st, 2010.  This action makes you eligible for a drawing to win a 
prize (s).  Call 1-800-QUIT NOW or go to website at www.QitNowIndiana.com.   
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Birthright of Peru, Inc.  has a wish list that we would like to see filled.  We need 
preemie, newborn diapers, plus size 24 months and toddler boys summer clothes.  For  
more information, stop by our center at 65 West 6th Street or call 765-475-0706 between 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm on Mondays, 12:30 and 3:30 pm on Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Thursday or call our hotline at 800-550-4900 and someone will return your call.  We are 
in need of volunteers, too. 

Anytime Fitness, Peru has eSpinning bikes in their club.  Members can now participate 
in popular spinning workouts whenever they choose.  From the moment you climb 
aboard the eSpinner™, it’s obvious that they’re in for an experience you’ve never felt 
before on the cardio floor. It all begins with the state-of-the-art, embedded touch screen 
computer. But it’s more than an intuitive dashboard – it’s also home to your very own 
virtual Spinning® master instructor. Simply choose your time goal and intensity level, 
and are off on a guided, virtual Spinning® class experience.  Integrated touch screen 
computer with digital TV tuner.  Integrated iPod® connectivity with music and video.  
USB charging station allows users to display personal content while charging media 
devices.  On board customized Spinning® video classes.  Proprietary randomization 
program creates over 1 million possible ride variations.  Personal fan creates a more 
rewarding workout.  Motivational rider dashboard coaches and drives optimal 
performance with rider data including cadence and Heart Rate.Smart Release™ braking 
system provides safe, dependable performance for unsupervised riders. Dual-sided pedals 
with larger platform and SPD™ compatibility.  Anytime Fitness is now your local source 
for the entire line of CompleteNutrition products.  These range from essential vitamins, 
weight loss products, herbal cleansing, and meal replacement supplements, to sports 
nutrition. Stop in to check out these great products.  Mention you saw this in the chamber 
newsletter and you will receive a 20% discount an all nutritional products.  Visit our web 
site at www.anytimefitness.com for more details or call the club @ 765-472-7004. 

Positive Results Therapies – thanks to a generous donation from the Dukes Health Care 
Foundation of Miami County, Inc., Positive Results has opened a new fitness center 
located at 105 E. Benton Street in Peru.  A physical therapist will provide you with an 
orientation of the facility and a personalized fitness plan.  The cost for the one time  
evaluation is $35.00.  After the evaluation, you pay only $6 per week for the weeks in 
which you utilize the fitness center.  The Fitness Center hours are from 8:00 am to 6 pm, 
Monday through Thursday, and 8 am to 4:30 pm on Friday.  For additional information 
or to schedule an evaluation, please call Positive Results Therapies in Miami County at 
765-473-6055 to set up an evaluation time or check out our website at 
www.bonavista.org.  The Fitness Center is another quality service provided by Bona 
Vista Programs.  
 
Please, Take a Seat – Friends of the Auditorium at Ivy Tech Community College in 
Peru  – the renovation of the Psi Iota Xi Auditorium is almost complete.  One hundred  
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thirteen telescopic, armed seats have been installed and the Psi Otes made this possible.  
Lighting and sound will be the next piece of this project which also will require funding.   
To accomplish this, the college and the Psi Otes are asking for your help.  You are invited 
to be an inaugural benefactor of this new community auditorium by participating in the  
Take-A-Seat Campaign.  Sponsorship is payable over three years, but the plaque is 
permanent.  Talk with your family, your board, your friends.  Consider supporting the 
efforts of your community college and the lead from your local sorority who have each 
demonstrated their commitment to your community.  One seat is $1,200 each and two or 
more seats are $1,000 each.  For more information, contact Miriam Thomas at 800-459-
0561, ext. 404 or mlthomas@ivytech.edu.  
 
Angel Food Ministries – First Presbyterian Church is pleased to offer Angel Food 
ministries to our community.  It has been around since 1994 and is a non-profit grocery 
relief program.  The USDA is excited about this program and is providing the largest 
grant ever given through the Faith-based Initiative Program.  Angel Food is for everyone!  
There are no income requirements and no information asked.  It is just good food at a 
great price!  The meat is frozen and is restaurant quality.  For more information call the 
church at 765-472-2962 or order on line at www.angelfoodministries.com.  
 
1st Commercial Lending, LLC has commercial SBA loan programs, loans for doctors, 
unlimited cash out, church real estate financing, true no doc loans and no prepayment 
penalty loans.  For more information call Russell Wormuth at 765-688-5626 or go to 
1525 West Hoosier Blvd., Suite 106 in Peru.  Call for an appointment today! 
 
LaSalle St. Securities, LLC realizes that the needs of today’s investors have become 
highly diverse as to the choice of financial advice and products.  Today’s investors seek a  
firm with the expertise to address this ever-changing marketplace.  Markiewicz’s 
professionalism exemplifies these ideals by offering comprehensive wealth and portfolio 
management tailored to their clients.  He has offered full service investment planning, 
retirement planning, asset allocation, pension funds and a large amount of IRA rollover 
business for over 25 years for clients he serves in Miami County.  When it comes to your 
investment money….call us for:  investment planning, tax-free investments (may be 
subject to AMT), monthly income investments, AAA rated and insured investments, 
IRAs/IRA lump sum rollovers, stock and bond mutual funds, Roth IRAs, 401K plans, 
Simple IRAs SEP IRAs, annuities, life insurance, long term health care insurance plans  
and college 529 plans.   For more information and to make an appointment, call 765-473-
7211.  We offer a free no obligation portfolio investment reviews and we are members of 
FINRA/SIPC. 
 
Community Health Center of Miami County offers these services:  medical home for 
infants, children, teens, adults and elders, prenatal care, immunizations, pneumonia and  
flu vaccines, lab tests, social service assistance, eligibility assistance with Medicaid, 
CHIP and HIP programs and schedule of fee discounts based on family size and income.   
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PHP – The physician sponsored, not for profit health insurance company.  Accidents 
happen and so does illness.  They are a part of life.  Because they are, keeping a healthy  
workforce means keeping that workforce insured.  That is where we come in.  WE are 
PHP, a not for profit health insurance provider, founded by independent physicians.  We  
understand that in this day and age of spiraling healthcare costs, it can be a challenge for 
any business, big or small, to provide good coverage.  So we use our expertise to create 
healthcare solutions that not only take care of your employees but your bottom line as 
well.  Call us or visit us online and find out how PHP can give you and your employees 
the type of coverage you deserve at 800-982-6257 or www.phpni.com.  Now businesses 
with 2 to 50 eligible employees will be able to receive up to a 5% discount on their 
PHP health insurance premiums if they are a member of the chamber.  This change  
to the program’s eligibility requirements will greatly increase the number of area 
employers who now qualify to participate in a discount! 
Our Inches Away weight-loss program has been expanded to give more members the 
opportunity to enroll and offers up to a $1,500 cash incentive for shedding those 
unwanted pounds.  Inches Away is designed to encourage, support and reward 
individuals for achieving and maintaining a healthy weight.  To participate, you must be a 
PHP member with group medical coverage, be 18 ears or older, have a BMI of 27 or 
greater, see a physician and have them complete proper forms. 
 
The HUB, under the direction New Life Praise and Worship Center, is now taking 
applications for volunteers to help with the youth center.  The Hub is looking for those 
who are willing to give one or more evenings a month to invest in the youth of our  
community.  The center is open on Friday from 7 pm to 11:pm and Saturday from 6 pm 
to 10 pm.  Requirements are fill out a simple application, must be 21 years of age of 
older, a desire to invest your life in the lives of our youth and agree to a criminal records 
check.  To secure an application, stop by New Life Praise & Worship Center at 52 North 
Broadway in Peru Monday through Thursday between the hours of 10 am and 4 pm or 
call Pastor Carol Zumwalt at 765-473-9325. 
 
Eastside Medical Clinic located at 685 East Main Street in Peru is now accepting new 
patients.  Hours of operation are Monday thru Friday 8 am to 5 pm.  Call 765-460-5608.  
Wonda F. Elmore FNP can help with acne, asthma/COPD, depression/stress, headaches, 
OCD, smoking cessation, AD/HD, cholesterol/diabetes, gynecology/std’s, hypertension, 
pain and weight loss.  Lab available onsite. 
 
“Today’s The Day” Health & Wellness Coaching with Patty – Individual, group and 
web based program.  Exclusive use of the professional body testing “Know your 
Number” used on the Number 1 NBC The Biggest Loser…available at a discount when 
working Patty as your coach.  Schedule a free session!  Call for more information, 765-
985-9786 
 
 Montgomery Aviation has come to serve the northern Indiana community at Grissom 
ARB.  Along with the addition of a fixed base operation and the wonderful support of  
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Grissom ARB, civil aviation is now permitted to land without prior permission.  With 
12,500 feet of runway, there is no airplane too large to land.  We offer an array of  
services such as:  complete maintenance capability, aircraft charter, aircraft rental, flight 
training, hanger rental, hotel reservations, rental car reservations, catering, pilot supplies 
and much more.  You can expect world class service and a friendly atmosphere.  Here at  
Montgomery Aviation, we look forward to serving pilots, aviation enthusiasts and the 
community.  We are honored to share the runway with our United States Air Force and  
we are proud to be a new gateway for Miami County. For more information, call 765-
689-8100.  Do you want to fly the blue skies?  If so, we can train you at Montgomery 
Aviation.  We now rent aircraft to pilots.  September 18th there will be a special fly-in. 
 
Area Five Agency will be providing Free Screening Mammograms – Women 50+, Free 
Colorectal Cancer Screening – Men and Women 50+  and Free Prostate Cancer  
Screening – Men 50+.  Please bring the following to the Area Five Office near you to 
apply for your free screening voucher.  Physician name, address and telephone number 
and income documentation for the last 12 months for all household members.  For more 
information, call Miami County Area Five Agency at 765-472-0713. 
 
Bona Vista Bona Vista Program – The Box Store offers gift wrapping, shipping, online 
auction assistance, packing supplies and discounted first class mail service, the Box Store 
is now offering graduation card boxes.  The Box Store offers shipping options through 
the United States Postal Service, UPS, DHL and FedEx.  Freight shipping is also an 
option.  Custom packaging is a Box Store specialty.  Gift wrapping service is also offered 
for holidays and all occasions. The Box Store and Auction Packed are located at 1226 
East Hoffer Street or contact the store at 765-236-4070. 
 
Bona Vista Programs is proud to announce the new agency trademark.  As part of a 
branding initiative, Bona Vista wanted a fresh look to emphasis the growth and 
sustainability the organization has in the community. 
 
The Harvesting Capabilities support group meets at Ivy Tech Community College in 
Peru the fourth Wednesday of every month at 6 pm.  We have speakers and info to help 
the disabled community to live fuller and more productive lives.  We are all advocates for 
the disabled with housing, transportation, jobs and being able to access all the cool places 
in Miami County.  Game night will be every second Tuesday for those who like just 
having fun playing euchre phase 10 and any other games that you like to play.  If you 
wonder “does my business comply with the ADA laws?”.  Let us work with you to find 
out!  We will do an assessment and look for ways your business can be open to all.  
Harvesting Capabilities can help make Miami County accessible to all.  It just makes 
good business sense with 5,700 disabled people in Miami county alone not to mention 
Wabash, Cass, Howard and Fulton counties.  We will even go the extra mile and help you 
figure out the cost and how we can help pay for the cost if you want to make your 
business accessible.  At Harvesting Capabilities the word is PRODUCTIVE, JOBS,  
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EXTRA MONEY.  We also have The Heritage Art Stamp company.  We make return 
address stamps, art stamps and many specialty marking devices.  And yes, we help the 
disabled stamp out poverty, depression and loneliness one stamp at a time, by helping 
people who want to Dream or Change. 
Our annual Miami’s Heartland Chili Cook  off will be on the Riverwalk on October 2nd 
during Oktoberfest.  If you have that special chili recipe or grandma’s favorite chili, you 
won’t want to miss this fun time and a chance to show off  your chili recipe.  All you 
need to do is fill out an application.  Entry fee is only $10.00.  Call Harvesting 
Capabilities at 765-472-1902 for more details. 
 
Indoor/Indoor Points Championship announced – The points chase will 
commence over 4 race events.  The last outdoor date at Miami County Speedway in 
Peru as part of the series is Saturday, September 11th.  The cars must run the same 
dirt chassis indoors that they competed in at Miami County Speedway outdoors.  
Course cars must follow Miami County Speedway rules when competing there and 
follow the dirt car oriented rules of the Rumble in Fort Wayne when competing at 
that venue.  
 
Windows of Opportunity for Women will be starting their workshops on 
September 15th at Ivy Tech Community College in Peru, 425 West Main Street 
starting at 6 pm.  Our goal is to bring women together, to help them make informed 
decisions toward the next phase in their lives.  For more information, contact Linda 
Guthrie at 765-473-2561. 
 
Bona Vista’s Child Care Solutions is preparing to host the 4th annual early 
childhood conference on Saturday, September 11, 2010 at Ivy Tech Community 
College in Kokomo, Indiana.  This year’s theme is ‘PUPPETS AND POTIONS 
AND PLAY, OH MY!”  - Taking Early Literacy Beyond Basic Books.  The cost is 
$35 if you pre-register or $45 at the door.  A continental breakfast and lunch will be 
served.  Attendees will have the opportunity to win great door prizes.  For more 
information and to register, please call Bona Vista’s Child Care Solutions at 765-
452-8870. 
 
The Peru-Grissom Kiwanis is a sponsor of Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis.  
Kiwanis has received a request for items for the “parent cart” that provides toiletries, etc. 
for parents of the patients at Riley.  If you have the following items and would like to 
donate, please contact a Kiwanis member.  They are in need of chap stick and lip balm, 
ladies deodorant, men and ladies shaving cream, nail clippers, powder, mouth wash, 
mints, tic tacs, gum, pocket tissue, hair brushes, hard candy and fruit chews, snack bars, 
body wash, salty snacks crossword and Sudoku books. 

American Red Cross – Summer is here and with that comes extra activities outside.  
Remember to keep yourself protected while you are at the park, at the baseball field and 
even in your own back yard.  We have a wide variety of First Aid Kits available to meet 
any budget; we also offer CPR and First Aid Training Classes.  Contact us for a list of  
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our upcoming community courses (each course consists of):  Adult-Child-Infant 
CPR/AED and First Aid Training.  Cost of each class is $50.00.  Visit our website at 
www.redcrossofnci.org or give us a call to find out more about our classes and services 
we provide at 765-459-4162 or 260-563-2658.  The American Red Cross is a United 
Fund/Way Organization. 

Perry Corporation a digital document storage system will not only increase the office 
productivity but it will also reduce company costs.  Electronic Document Management 
Systems provide searchable access to scanned information enabling better business 
decisions and smoother customer service interactions.  They also create a much needed 
disaster recovery plan and help ensure regulatory compliance.  For more information 
contact Robert Bucher at 260-483-6064. 

Curves offers Silver Sneakers Fitness Program – members of participating Medicare 
health plans may get a free curves membership with this program.  To identify Medicare 
health plans that offer this program, visit www.silversneakers.com, call 1-888-423-4632 
or call the number on your health plan ID card.  If they don’t yet offer SilverSneakers, 
ask when they will be adding this valuable benefit!  Regular exercise for older adults can 
reduce the risk of heart disease by up to 50 percent, double muscle strength in three to 
four months, reduce risk of diabetes by as much as 75 percent in those 60 or older.  
SilverSneakers membership consists of a free basic membership at a nearby Curves 
location, access to all equipment and friendly, helpful staff to guide you along the way! 

Four County Counseling Center in Peru is requesting donations for their Elf Bucks 
Program.  The Elf Bucks program is designed to encourage clients in Adult Case 
Management to follow through with necessary medically supervised mental health 
treatment, by rewarding them with “Elf Bucks”.  The clients can then redeem the Elf 
Bucks by “purchasing” items donated by organizations such as yours for their family and 
children.  Four County Counseling Center is a community mental health center.  In the 
Adult Case Management program, men and women who are eighteen and above come to 
us for assistance in a variety of life areas including money management, community 
linkage to recourses, activities to daily living, relationships and coping skills.  The 
majority of our clients are at or below poverty level, living on fixed incomes with little to 
no family assistance.  We will gratefully accept any donations that will be useful to 
people on a limited income, such as household goods, food, personal hygiene products, 
toys and more.  Additionally, we will accept monetary donations and gift cards, with 
every donation directly improving the quality of our client’s holiday season this year.  
For more information, please contact Dave Stahl at 765-472-1931, ext. 237. 

NIPSCO announces a new staff member – Stephanie Vandiver, communications and 
public affairs team. 
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Hoosier Heartland SBDC is offering a course on Writing Your Business Plan In Less 
Than 30 Days Seminar starting Wednesday, September 8th, September 15th and 
September 29th at Inventrek Technology Park, 700 East Firmin in Kokomo from 8 am to 
10 am.  Cost is $59 per person (includes all three sessions).  To register or for more 
information contact the SBDC office at 866-961-7273. 

Miami County Community Foundation – 2010 Fall Grant Cycle and Grant 
Information Open House – “At the Community Foundation we are passionate about 
helping local organizations and projects that make a difference to Miami County,” says 
Mary Alexander, Director of Development at Miami County.  “We are heading into our 
fall granting cycle where we have the flexibility of granting funds to many different 
groups and a variety of programs.”  Corinne Becknell Lucas, Program/Scholarship 
Coordinator for the Northern Indiana Community Foundation, Inc. administers the 
granting program.  “The Community Foundation offers grants to charitable organizations 
and has awarded nearly $1.4 million in community grants since 1993.  It is so rewarding 
to help local agencies do great things,” said Ms Lucas.  On Thursday, September 2nd at 
4:30 pm, a grant information workshop will be held in the Fellowship Hall of the Main 
Street United Methodist Church located at 81 West Main Street in Peru.  In addition to 
the Community Foundation’s grant process, information will be presented by United Way 
of Miami County, Miami-Cass County REMC’s Operation Roundup, Dukes Health Care 
Foundation and Psi Iota Xi concerning their grant procedures.  If you have questions, 
contact Corinne at 574-223-2227 or toll free at 877-432-6423.  Applications are available 
at the Community Foundation office at 13 East Main Street in Peru and the Peru Public 
Library.  Application deadline is September 30th, 2010. 

United Way Annual Campaign - Watch for this year’s matching contribution 
incentives.  Invest in your community by making a difference today with matching 
dollars.  Double your investment, double your contribution, double your designations, 
double your satisfaction, double your impact by giving 10% more this year.  For more 
information on your investment, call the United Way office. 

Marsh has pledged $275,000 to this year’s Fresh Ideas for Education program!  Earn 
points for your school redeemable for educational materials and equipment.  Just sign up, 
shop and use your Fresh Idea Card!  Find details at your local Marsh store or check out 
the website at www.marsh.net.  

Project SOAR (Students Obtaining Academic Results) is an after school club that 
aspires to help students reach their academic potential.  We are looking for members of 
our community who would be willing to volunteer after school to help boys and girls 
with homework on Tuesday and Thursday (or just one day a week if you cannot come 
both days) for 1 to 1½ hours.  We need mentors at Blair Pointe – Grades 5 and 6, 
Maconaquah Middle School – Grades 6 and 7 and North Miami – Grades 6 and 7.  The 
program begins in September and continues through April.  We understand that it may be  
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necessary to miss a mentoring session occasionally.  We only ask that you notify the 
teacher in charge of SOAR in advance of your absence.  We would like for you to 
consider being a mentor.  If you decide to become a mentor, you will be asked to attend 
an orientation meeting in September at the school where you will be mentoring.  For 
more information or to volunteer contact Carol Gough at 765-472-1349 or email 
goughsc@comcast.net.  

 

 

Ambassadors are messengers and representatives of the Chamber who spread the word 
to seasoned and new members about the Chamber and the community.  It’s a 
commitment they make above and beyond their regular jobs.  They are ready to take  
action when needed, attend grand openings, ribbon cuttings and act as greeters at many of 
our Chamber events.  Every month we will list the upcoming ribbon cuttings, open  
houses and business after hours that are open to all members.  If you would like to have a 
business after hours/open house at your place of business, please call the Chamber at 
765-472-1923.  We had a ribbon cutting at My Pizza…. My Way. 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer is winding down and the kids are back in school and fall is around the corner 
with cooler weather and lots of festivals!  Check out the calendar of events and 
participate in all the wonderful festivals that our community offers.  You won’t want to 
miss the Oktoberfest on October 2nd!  There will be a chili cook off by Harvesting 
Capabilities, a car show, music by local entertainment all day long, food vendors, fudge 
and candy, kids activities, and lots of other fun things to do.  For more information, call 
us at 765-472-1923 
 
 
 
 
 
September 9th – 10th – 11th – Converse Harness Racing at Converse Fairgrounds.  Post 
time is 11 am.  For more information, contact Randy Dever at 765-395-3125. 
Homecoming Days in downtown Converse.  Street dancing, parade, food, fun and 
entertainment.  For more formation, call 765-395-3115. 
 
September 11th – St. Charles Parish Bazaar, 80 West Fifth Street 8 am to 8 pm.  Huge 
garage sale in the school gym.  Tenderloin dinner, crafts, food, entertainment and fun for 
all ages. 
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September 11th – Mighty Mississinewa Triathlon  at Mississinewa Reservoir. There will 
be a fee. Pre-registration is required.  For more information call 765-473-6528. 
 
September 12th – First Annual Car and Bike Show from 12 noon to 5 pm at Maconaquah 
High School, 256 East 800 South in Bunker Hill, Indiana.  Registration fee is $10 until 1  
pm.  Cars can arrive starting at 10:30 am.  This is a fundraiser to help support the 
Maconaquah Marching Braves Band.  DJ Music, Concession Stand, games for kids, lots 
of fun and activities. 
 
September 13th – 16th – Senior Fall Fest at Salamonie Reservoir Ages 50 and up, 
$2/participant, pre-registration required.  For more information call 260-468-2127. 
 
September 17th – 19th – Salamonie Rider’s Rendezvous  at Salamonie Reservoir $2 per 
participant, pre-registration required.  For more information call 260-468-2127. 
 
September 18th – Fly-In at Montgomery Aviation in Peru. 
 
September 18th – Amboy Fall Fest in downtown Amboy.  Games, face painting, bake 
sale, karaoke, parade, car show.  For more information, call 765-395-7242. 
 
September 18th – Miami County Helping Hands “Walk a Mile for Hunger” at 10 am.  
Walk starts and ends at Miami County Helping Hands, 65 South Miami Street.  For more 
information call 765-472-1875. 
 
September 18th – Miami-Cass REMC Member Appreciation Day and Annual Meeting 
from 11 am to 3 pm at the Miami County Fairgrounds.  Free lunch served from 11 am to 
1 pm.  Door prizes plus our home show, kids activities and fun for the whole family.  
You don’t want to miss the music – Spike and the Bulldogs!! 
 
September 19th – Golf For a Cure at Peru Municipal Golf Course at 1 pm.  Cost is $33 
per person includes green fees and cart.  Gather a team and join the 18-hole golf scramble 
to raise money for the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation and help support 
Chloe Radel’s senior project, Maconaquah High School, Class of 2011.  For more 
information, contact Chloe Radel at 765469-9463. 
 
October 1st – 3rd – Autumn Camping Weekend I at Mississinewa Reservoir.  $2 per 
participant, per-registration required.  For more information call 260-468-2127. 
 
October 2nd – 2010 Cole Porter Classic 5K/15K run and a 5K walk, registration at 7:30 
am in the Circus City Festival Building and the run/walk starts at 9 am. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
October 2nd – Dukes Health Expo at Circus City Festival Building, 154 North Broadway 
in Peru from 8 am to 1 pm. 
 
October 2nd – Oktoberfest in Peru on the Riverwalk.  Car show, Harvesting Capability 
Chili cook-off, entertainment all day long, pony rides, food vendors and a beverage tent.  
11 am to 8 pm.  Fun for the entire family.  For more information, call 765-472-1923. 
 
October 2nd – Nickel Plate Trail Grand Opening Celebration in Denver, Indiana starting 
with a ribbon cutting at 12:30 pm.  15/30/60 mile bicycle ride, music, food and lots of 
fun.�
�


